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Smithfield Foods' Stewart Leeth Joins North
Carolina A&T State University Board of Visitors

SMITHFIELD, Va., Oct. 03, 2016 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- Smithfield Foods, Inc. is pleased to announce that
Stewart Leeth, vice president of regulatory affairs and chief sustainability officer, has been named as a member
of the North Carolina Agricultural & Technical State University's Board of Visitors. In this role, Leeth will assist
the Board of Trustees and chancellor achieve the university's mission and strategic priorities.

North Carolina A&T is a public, research-based university in Greensboro, North Carolina. The Board of Visitors, a
volunteer service organization separate from the university, aids the Board of Trustees and advises the
chancellor on matters related to enhancing the university. Board members serve as North Carolina A&T
ambassadors to garner resources, engage alumni and shape the university's long-term goals. Through their
service, board members help the university achieve excellence in all educational, research and outreach
programs while fostering a climate of economic competitiveness for students entering the global society.

"I am grateful for this opportunity to leverage my professional experiences to expand opportunities for N.C.
A&T," said Leeth. "l look forward to working with fellow Board of Visitors members to foster the university's
growth, helping to further students' preparation and readiness for successful careers."

As a company, Smithfield also supports North Carolina A&T and works to create bright futures for its students
through the Smithfield Foundation, the company's philanthropic wing. Through the foundation, Smithfield
provides academic scholarships to ten schools across the country including N.C. A&T. This scholarship program
is available to the dependent children and grandchildren of full-time and retired Smithfield employees. Leeth
serves as the vice president of the Smithfield Foundation.

At Smithfield, Leeth leads company-wide regulatory initiatives and directs its robust sustainability program. This
program focuses on animal welfare, employee relations, environmental stewardship, food safety and quality,
and community development. He is also responsible for legal affairs for Smithfield's hog production division.
Leeth is a graduate of the University of Richmond School of Law and earned a bachelor of arts degree in
international studies from the University of Richmond.

Leeth officially joined the N.C. A&T Board of Visitors Thursday, Sept. 29, 2016 at the school's Alumni-Foundation
Event Center in Greensboro, NC.

About Smithfield Foods

Smithfield Foods is a $14 billion global food company and the world's largest pork processor and hog producer.
In the United States, the company is also the leader in numerous packaged meats categories with popular
brands including Smithfield[], Eckrich[], Nathan's Famous[], Farmland[], Armourf], John Morrell[], Cook's[],
Kretschmar(], Gwaltney[], Curly's[], Margherita[], Carando[], Healthy Ones[], Krakus[], Morliny[] and Berlinki[].
Smithfield Foods is committed to providing good food in a responsible way and maintains robust animal care,
community involvement, employee safety, environmental and food safety and quality programs. For more
information, visit www.smithfieldfoods.com.
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