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Smithfield Foods Statement Regarding North
Carolina Verdict
SMITHFIELD, Virginia (April 26, 2018)—We are extremely disappointed by the verdict. We will appeal to the
Fourth Circuit, and we are confident we will prevail. We believe the outcome would have been different if the
court had allowed the jury to (1) visit the plaintiffs’ properties and the Kinlaw farm and (2) hear additional vital
evidence, especially the results of our expert’s odor-monitoring tests.
 
These lawsuits are an outrageous attack on animal agriculture, rural North Carolina and thousands of
independent family farmers who own and operate contract farms. Farmers are apparently not safe from attack
even if they fully comply with all federal, state and local laws and regulations. The lawsuits are a serious threat
to a major industry, to North Carolina’s entire economy and to the jobs and livelihoods of tens of thousands of
North Carolinians.
 
From the beginning, the lawsuits have been nothing more than a money grab by a big litigation machine.
Plaintiffs’ original lawyers promised potential plaintiffs a big payday. Those lawyers were condemned by a North
Carolina state court for unethical practices. Plaintiffs’ counsel at trial relied heavily on anti-agriculture, anti-
corporate rhetoric rather than the real facts in the case. These practices are abuses of our legal system, and we
will continue to fight them.
 
—Statement by Keira Lombardo, Senior Vice President of Corporate Affairs, Smithfield Foods, Inc.
 
About Smithfield Foods
Smithfield Foods is a $15 billion global food company and the world's largest pork processor and hog producer.
In the United States, the company is also the leader in numerous packaged meats categories with popular
brands including Smithfield®, Eckrich®, Nathan's Famous®, Farmland®, Armour®, Farmer John®,
Kretschmar®, John Morrell®, Cook's®, Gwaltney®, Carando®, Margherita®, Curly's®, Healthy Ones®,
Morliny®, Krakus®, and Berlinki®. Smithfield Foods is committed to providing good food in a responsible way
and maintains robust animal care, community involvement, employee safety, environmental and food safety
and quality programs. For more information, visit www.SmithfieldFoods.com.
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