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Smithfield Foods Marches Forward with
Renewable Energy Projects
SMITHFIELD, Va., June 11, 2019 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- Smithfield Foods, Inc. is pleased to announce the
construction of new biogas gathering systems in Missouri and Utah, which bring the company steps closer to
delivering renewable natural gas (RNG) to communities in multiple states using manure from its hog farms.
Detailed in its recently released Sustainability Report, Smithfield’s “manure-to-energy” projects are part
of Smithfield Renewables, the company’s platform that unifies and accelerates its renewable energy efforts to
help meet its goal to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 25% by 2025. 

“By finding innovative ways to reduce GHG emissions and use existing resources to power our planet, we are
playing a critical role in providing consumers with nutritious food, as well as the renewable energy to prepare it.
That’s our mission at Smithfield: to produce good food the right way,” said Kenneth M. Sullivan, president and
chief executive officer for Smithfield Foods.

In Missouri, construction is in progress to connect Smithfield farms equipped with covered lagoons to a biogas
gathering system. This will build upon the company’s joint venture with Roeslein Alternative Energy (RAE)
called Monarch Bioenergy, which converts manure collected from Smithfield farms into RNG, while
simultaneously delivering ecological services and developing wildlife habitat in Missouri. Once complete, these
projects will produce enough RNG to power approximately 15,400 homes.

Similar progress is happening in Utah, where construction is underway on a low-pressure biogas transmission
line that will connect “manure-to-energy” projects on Smithfield’s hog farms to an interstate biogas gathering
system. The interstate system includes touchpoints in California, Nevada, Utah, and Wyoming, transporting gas
to viable renewable energy markets to power homes, businesses, and transportation vehicles.

This construction is the next phase of the company’s investment to build 26 hog farms in Utah equipped with
renewable energy technology. The covered, mixed digesters, specifically designed for anaerobic digestion, will
produce and collect biogas, which will be pumped into a low-pressure biogas transmission line for transport to a
gas-upgrading station, where it will be refined and injected into the interstate biogas gathering system. These
farms will also provide financial benefit to local family farmers who will own and operate the properties. Once
operational, the project will create enough RNG to power 4,000 homes each year.

“We are making significant progress in our renewable energy efforts—an area where we have become a
prominent leader after more than a decade of research, investment, and projects,” said Stewart Leeth, vice
president of regulatory affairs and chief sustainability officer. “The ability to reduce GHG emissions by producing
clean RNG from hog manure is truly revolutionary. Our work and the partnerships we have established provide
a highly innovative and transferrable model of sustainability best practices.”

Within the next ten years, Smithfield will implement “manure-to-energy” projects across 90% of the company’s
hog finishing spaces in North Carolina, Utah, and Virginia, and nearly all of Smithfield’s hog finishing spaces in
Missouri. Additional details about Smithfield’s renewable energy efforts, including progress updates from the
company’s joint venture with Dominion Energy called Align Renewable Natural GasSM will be released later this
year.  

About Smithfield Foods
Smithfield Foods is a $15 billion global food company and the world's largest pork processor and hog producer.
In the United States, the company is also the leader in numerous packaged meats categories with popular
brands including Smithfield®, Eckrich®, Nathan’s Famous®, Farmland®, Armour®, Farmer John®,
Kretschmar®, John Morrell®, Cook’s®, Gwaltney®, Carando®, Margherita®, Curly’s®, Healthy Ones®,
Morliny®, Krakus®, and Berlinki®. Smithfield Foods is committed to providing good food in a responsible way
and maintains robust animal care, community involvement, employee safety, environmental, and food safety
and quality programs. For more information, visit www.smithfieldfoods.com, and connect with us
on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, and Instagram.

About Smithfield Renewables
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Smithfield Renewables is a strategic platform within Smithfield Foods, a $15 billion global food company and the
world's largest hog producer and pork processor. Smithfield launched this platform in 2017 to lead, unify, and
accelerate the company’s renewable energy efforts to help meet its industry-leading goal to reduce greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions 25% by 2025—the first commitment of its kind by a protein company. To achieve this goal,
Smithfield has implemented a wide range of projects across its farms and facilities, including converting hog
manure into renewable nature gas and commercial-grade fertilizer, streamlining its transportation network,
launching an ambitious solid waste reduction plan, sourcing sustainably grown feed grain, and implementing
operational efficiency projects. For more information, visit www.smithfieldfoods.com/renewables.
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Lisa Martin
Smithfield Foods, Inc.
(757) 365-1980   
lvmartin@smithfield.com

A photo accompanying this announcement is available
at https://www.globenewswire.com/NewsRoom/AttachmentNg/1126b87d-6cb3-4005-a518-655fe9500d2c
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